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Our aim is to enhance children and young people's access to culture.

February 2026

We hope you have had a great start to the year. Take a look at some hightlights from
2025 and opportunities coming up for you in the next few months.

Celebrating creativity, community, and what it means to belong - past, present,
and future.

Over the last year, the North Tyneside Cultural Education Partnership (NTCEP) -
which is hosted by Helix Arts - ran a programme for schools to celebrate North
Shields’ historic 800th anniversary.

Young people celebrated the anniversary through two youth-led
projects: Imagine your Future (a co-designed school digital resource) and Shiels'
Ambassadors (a school artists in residence programme).


https://mailchi.mp/helixarts/ntcep-newsletter-06-february26?e=%5bUNIQID%5d
https://www.helixarts.com/work/ntcep/
https://www.helixarts.com/
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Imagine your Future — Schools Resource

Helix Arts was commissioned by North Tyneside Council to create a

vibrant, free resource for schools. Working with Christ Church Church of England
Primary School and Norham High School, we co-designed a resource with local
artists Josie Brookes and Tom Madge.

With guidance from critical friends in both schools, we developed the resource to
be creatively accessible and easy for teachers to integrate into the curriculum.
Following trials in schools and online, we launched the resource on Padlet - the
teachers' preferred platform.

Adaptability was key. Each activity includes age guidance and can be tailored for
groups, with variations so young people can work at their own pace. Combining
place-based and creative tasks, the resource is designed to be multi-faceted,
require minimal preparation, and provide pupil overviews as well as facilitator
notes.



Impact

8 activities which include extensions activities

Easy to access via Padlet, with no cost and no log-in required
662 Views

353 Visitors

Resource shared with all schools in North Tyneside

Check out the resource

Shiels’ Ambassadors


https://www.helixarts.com/work/ns800-imagine-your-future/

Shiels' Ambassadors - which was funded by North Tyneside Council and Historic
England - is a school residency programme involving five schools:

. Percy Main Primary School

« Christchurch Church of England Primary School
« Collingwood Primary School

« Spring Gardens Primary School

« St Thomas More Catholic High School

Each school partnered with an artist to explore North Shields' past and inspire
artworks imagining the town'’s future.

Building on the Cultural Ambassadors pilot, we streamlined applications with a
simple call-out, clear information packs, and one-to-one conversations to align
the project with school timetables and objectives. Together, schools and artists
created songs, a tile installation, choreography, and a cardboard town. The
schools’ creations were showcased at our North Shields 800 celebration event in

November 2025.

“It created a buzz around art and
how it can look different to what one
may expect. There was a clear
sense of positivity and teamwork
with lots of positive self belief and
self talk. It boosted their wellbeing
and was clearly a memory they will
keep with them about their
schooling.

Thank you so much for allowing us to be part of this project, we are so proud of
North Shields and we have a strong love of the arts. Being ambassadors for this
exhibit has been a real privilege.”

Spring Gardens Primary School, North Tyneside


https://www.helixarts.com/work/culture-ambassadors/

Key Outcomes
« 5 Shiels' Ambassadors
. 151young people engaging in creative workshops
o 4 art products from 3 different artforms
« Texhibition
« 2 live performances during the exhibition
. 86 attendees at the celebration/exhibition

Creative outputs included:
« Asong
« A short choreographed dance
. Ajoint school ceramic tile installation
. Cardboard town
. Photography showcasing the making process

Going for Bronze! (Arts Award)

Last term we partnered with John Spence Community High School to deliver a
pilot Bronze Arts Award programme for students across several year groups.
Working together, young people completed all four sections of the award and
shaped the experience around their own interests.

Throughout the programme, students strengthened their research,
communication, leadership and confidence. They co-designed their Arts Award
journey—choosing arts experiences, designing portfolios, selecting artists and


https://www.artsaward.org.uk/site/?id=1954

planning their own skill-share activities. Staff saw students’ independence grow
as they took ownership of their work.

A particular highlight was the Special FX workshop, which introduced an artform
rarely available in school and opened up a new creative career pathway.

“"What impressed me most was the
balance between creativity and
practicality. We didn't just learn “cool
tricks,” but also the why behind each
method: lighting considerations,
product choices, hygiene, and how
injuries should progress over time.

By the end of the workshop, | left
with a full set of finished looks, new
skills, and a lot more confidence.
Whether you're a beginner or already
dabbling in SFX makeup, this
workshop is absolutely worth it. I'd
happily take another class from
them!”

Anna, aged 13

Students also broadened their cultural capital through a visit to Seaton Delaval
Hall. Despite being local, many had never visited due to transport and cost
barriers. The trip offered a valuable opportunity to explore heritage on their
doorstep, and each student produced a review as part of their award -
strengthening their communication and critical thinking skills.

Thanks to the grant support, the Bronze Arts Award was offered at no cost to
participants and the only contribution required from the school being delivery
time.



Outcomes:
. 15 young people gained arts award equivalent to low level GCSE
. Staff regained CPD through shadowing Helix Arts Arts Award advisor

. Young people through their skills share engaged family members in the
project widening the audience and families members cultural capital.

. Young people had created new friendships across year groups with this
being an open opportunity across artforms.

Interested in bringing Arts Award to your school?

We're keen to support more schools to run their own Arts Award programmes—
whether you're looking for staff training, artist-led workshops, or a full delivery
partnership. If you'd like to explore what this could look like for your students, get
in touch and let's start planning your programme.

Find out more about the project here



https://www.helixarts.com/work/john-spence-arts-award/

“It's allowed me to
approach SLT with a
completely different
mindsel... lo focus on
arts within our school.”
2022-23 Participant

——

A arts leadership
programme for teachers

Now accepting applications for 26/27

We're looking for educators who understand and are
| excited by the potential of arts-based pedagogy,
\ \ with ambition and drive to use the arts and culture
p to make a significant improvement

across their whole school.

We have two cohorts running across 26/27,
delivered through a blended model of in-person
and online learning.

_ . NIOW
einvigorate your methodologies L\DD\S 1
ecome an arts leader
earn and share best practice Cohort 1: Jan 26 - Jun 26
Advocate for the importance of the arts Cohort 2: Sep 26 - Mar 27
D

evelop your skills and confidence curiousminds.org.uk

Leading the Arts in Your School — Cohorts running across 2026/27 | Applications
now open

Join Curious Minds for the next intake of their arts leadership development
programme, for teachers with ambition and drive to develop a whole school
approach to arts and culture.

Led by sector experts, this CPD programme equips early to mid-career
educators with the skills, knowledge and confidence to be an outstanding arts
leader in any school setting.

We cover:

. What quality and richness in arts education looks like, and how to lead it
effectively in your school

. How to partner, commission and engage with arts and cultural
organisations

. Advocacy tools to champion the value of arts and culture with colleagues,
leaders and stakeholders.


https://curiousminds.org.uk/leading-the-arts-in-your-school-nkft

Cohort 2: Sept 2026 - March 2027 - Apply before 8 June 2026.

Claude Monet (1840- 1926), The Petit Bras of the Seine at Argenteuil, 1872, Oil on
canvas © The National Gallery, London.

Exciting offer at South Shields Museum and Art Gallery 2026

From 20 January to 25 March 2026, South Shields Museum and Art Gallery will
offer children and young people a unique opportunity to engage with an original
masterpiece by Claude Monet, on loan as part of the National Gallery
Masterpiece Tour.

There is an opportunity to book workshops and/or self-led visits.

About the workshop

A 90-minute workshop will focus on The PetitBras of the Seine at

Argenteuil (1872), and will explore Monet's sources of inspiration and artistic
techniques. It will also include time in the art studio, where participants can create
their own artistic responses inspired by the exhibition through expressive mark
making.

What else is in the exhibition?


https://curiousminds.org.uk/leading-the-arts-in-your-school-nkft

The exhibition is complemented by other artworks from our collections that draw
on the similarities between what Monet experienced and painted in Argenteuil, a
small suburb of Paris, and local South Tyneside history.

Book a free in-school assembly

To enhance the experience, local schools can book a free in-school assembly
prior to their visit.

This introduction to Claude Monet and South Shields Museum and Art Gallery is
delivered by the Learning Team, who can travel within a five-mile radius of the
gallery.

Image credit: Tate Schools @ Tate (Larina Fernandes)

Introducing Tate Schools. Free online resources sparking creativity in the
classroom.

Welcome to Tate Schools, a brand new free digital platform dedicated to teachers
bringing Tate's national collection of art directly into classrooms across the UK.

Designed with teachers to support curriculum goals in a way that sparks
creativity, curiosity, and connection, Tate Schools is highly flexible to meet the
requirements of your classroom.


https://www.northeastmuseums.org.uk/southshieldsmuseum/whats-on/a-source-of-inspiration-claude-monet-the-petit-bras-of-the-seine-at-argenteuil-1872
https://www.tate.org.uk/schools

Explore diverse global perspectives, and engage with inclusive, sensory-friendly
prompts that support all learners to develop their practical and disciplinary
knowledge.

From quick 10-minute challenges to immersive digital experiences for groups; you
can find new artworks through Discover Art, listen to artists in their own words,
explore new materials and techniques through Art Makes, and use Tate Draw to
experiment with digital collaboration.

Visit www.tate.org.uk/schools to find out more and sign up for the Tate Schools
Newsletter to receive our latest resources, opportunities and information.

This project was developed with the support of Bloomberg Philanthropies’ Digital
Accelerator for Arts and Culture.

Is there an individual doing great work in arts and culture for / with children and
young people in school?

Any examples of good practice that other should know about?
Are you a cultural organisation with opportunities for schools to get involved with?

Please tell us and share your details to be included in our April newsletter by
completing our short form here.

Deadline: 5pm, Wednesday 22 April 2026

To become a member or learn more about NTCEP (North Tyneside Culture
Education Partnership) visit our website.

You can also get in touch by emailing ntcep@helixarts.com or calling
0191241 4931.



https://www.tate.org.uk/schools
https://www.tate.org.uk/schools/newsletter/signup
https://www.tate.org.uk/schools/newsletter/signup
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdiWP0CulrH32mlCAB9DaGTVvxYp_eRhH4wiZFmRhYQvEUong/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://www.helixarts.com/work/ntcep/
mailto:ntcep@helixarts.com?subject=&body=

A=2. Funded by
s> UK Government

5 5004 Supported using public funding by

£ 2| ARTS COUNCIL
W% | ENGLAND

HELIX
ARTS.



