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Our aim is to enhance children and young people's access to culture.

May 2025

We are excited to welcome you to our May newsletter.

North Tyneside Culture Education Partnership is hosted by Helix Arts.

This is our termly newsletter updating you on what arts and cultural opportunities
coming up for schools and young people in North Tyneside.

Each newsletter will have the opportunity to spotlight good practice of cultural
organisations, schools or individual teachers.

We would love you to shout about all things cultural education and your school to us.
Please share with us anytime.

To make this a great newsletter that you want to open, please TELL US what you
want to see!

North Tyneside Cultural Education Partnership (NTCEP) is a collective of cultural
organisations and education professionals dedicated to bridging connections
between schools, educational providers, and cultural organisations in North
Tyneside. Through collaborative working the NTCEP will work to identify and break
down barriers to participation ensuring equitable access to arts and culture across
the borough.
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NS800 - Shiels' Ambassadors

We're thrilled to announce that our 5 school residencies will be kicking off in the
Summer term.

We had 12 schools from across the local area apply and are excited to share that
we will be working with:

o Percy Main Primary School
e Christchurch C of E Primary School
e Collingwood Primary School
« Spring Gardens Primary School
o St Thomas More Roman Catholic Academy

Each school will be matched with a local artist to get creative together to produce
artworks to commemorate the North Shields 800 anniversary.

For more updates and to see what each school is up to keep an eye on
our website and socials.

With thanks to North Tyneside Council and Historic England for funding.
|

Invent your Future
Coming to a school near you very soon is our NS800 resource pack. Developed
with local schools, it will offer a range of activities for both primary and secondary
schools to engage with.

The pack will be a fun and entertaining way for your teachers to facilitate creative
celebrations not only the NS800 but any other big anniversaries in your school or
local area.

Providing inspiration, it will be free to access upon its release later this year.


https://www.helixarts.com/work/sheils-culture-ambassadors/

Not only do we have the resource, to celebrate we invite North Tyneside schools
to enter into our NS800 schools competition and exhibition.

An opportunity to showcase your pupils artwork, the theme of the competition
and exhibition is the ‘Invent your Future - Celebrating the present and future of
North Shields'.

Free to engage with, this competition and exhibition will be open to all schools
across the borough. Artworks can be big, little and explore varying artforms
including music, visual arts, digital arts or mixed media.

We look forward to seeing what is produced, whether this be in schools locally,
digital creations or specific artworks contributed to the exhibition.

All awards will be announced at the launch of the exhibition in November
2025. Further details about the awards categories will be released later in the
year for how you can get involved so watch this space.

Are you looking for some CPD with other art teachers?

Look no further than North East Art Teacher Educator Network (NEATEN).

They have multiple CPD opportunities throughout the year and networking events
for you to get involved with.

Coming up in the Summer term are:

Textiles Skills Share


https://www.facebook.com/groups/NEATEN/?locale=en_GB

George Stephenson School, Killingworth
12 June 2025, 5pm - 7pm
*£3.00 cost to be paid in cash on the day

Join us at George Stephenson High School for a practical based workshop. We
will be looking at ways to combine mixed media outcomes using Photography
and Textiles. In the workshop you will be able to have the opportunity to create a
range of samples.

You can find further information or to book your place here.

Print Skills Share
St Wilfreds RC College, South Shields
26 June 2025, 4pm - 6pm
*£3.00 cost to be paid in cash on the day

This drop in session will equip you will the specialist skills to take back to your
own department. You will be developing skills in etching and lino. We have two
specialist printing presses which you will be able to use and experiment with.

Spaces are limited to 20, so please make sure to book as soon as possible.
Please do not book a place unless you are certain you can attend.

Find out more and book your place here.

NEATEN Termly meeting
Shipley Art Gallery, Gateshead
Thursday 3 July, 5pm - 7pm

Head along to the Shipley Arts Gallery to meet with other art educators and
catchup on all things NEATEN.

Teacher Study Day: Reconnect Your Senses Through Purposeful Play
Yorkshire Sculpture Park
Saturday 5 July, 9.30am - 5pm

*Cost: Teachers £57.60 / Trainee Teachers £42.00 (please note 20% VAT is
included in the ticket price). Entry to YSP is included in all tickets.
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Yorkshire Sculpture Park and the National Arts Education Archive (NAEA) invite

education professionals to an inspiring study day focussed on YSP’s upcoming
exhibition: William Kentridge: The Pull of Gravity, which opens on 28 June 2025.

Chaired by Susan M Coles, Artist and Arts Creativity and Educational Consultant,
this engaging day will use the work of William Kentridge as inspiration to
reconnect to our senses and the physical act of making.

For further information and booking, visit their website.

THE
READING Summer Reading Challenge
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Story Garden illustrations by Dapo Adeola, illustrations and logo © The Reading Agency 2025

North Tyneside Libraries

Summer Reading Challenge:

The Reading Agency is delighted to announce the theme for the 2025 Summer
Reading Challenge: Story Garden - Adventures in Nature and the Great Outdoors.

This exciting new theme will inspire children to tap into a world of imagination
through reading, exploring the magical connection between storytelling and
nature.

This year's Summer Reading Challenge features artwork from award-winning
illustrator Dapo Adeola, whose stunning illustrations will bring the Story Garden
theme to life; creating an enchanting world
where children can find magical creatures, plants and flowers to inspire their next
reading adventure.
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For North Tyneside Libraries the SRC will start on Saturday 12th July and finish on
Saturday 13th September.

Empathy Day:
New for 2025, Empathy Lab are introducing Empathy Day Festival.

A ten-day nationwide festival from 2-12 June 2025, culminating in Empathy Day
itself on 12 June.

This extended national campaign will provide you with a flexible framework for
inspiring children to learn about empathy, put it into action and develop key
empathy skills.

Empathy Lab have a great FREE festival line up including an Empathy Day LIVE
event with Elle McNicoll and Joseph Coelho.

This session is suitable for age 7-14.

Register here

Is there an individual doing great work in arts and culture for / with children and
young people in school?


https://www.surveyhero.com/c/empathydaylive2025

Any examples of good practice that other should know about?

Are you a cultural organisation with opportunities for schools to get involved with?

Please tell us and share your details to be included in our July newsletter by
completing our short form here.

Deadline: 5pm Wednesday 3 July 2025

Find out more about NTCEP

To become a member or learn more about NTCEP (North Tyneside Culture
Education Partnership) visit our website.

You can also get in touch by emailing ntcep@helixarts.com or calling
0191 241 4931.
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