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Paul Hamlyn Foundation, Artworks North East : Developing Practice in Participatory Settings

Critical Conversations – Artist Brief

Background Cultural organisations in the North East of England have a strong record of working with artists to develop participatory arts projects in different settings. As part of a national arts research project funded by the Paul Hamlyn Foundation and designed to facilitate new dialogues around and understandings of participatory arts practice, the University of Sunderland is working with a consortium of regional partners (ArtWorks North East)* to develop a clearer understanding of what makes for good participatory practice. 
Critical conversations: dialogues around the practice of arts in participatory settings 

As part of this,  ArtWorks North East is together hosting a series of ‘critical conversations’ involving artists, participants, host groups and other collaborators.  We are inviting different people responsible for creating and delivering participatory work to reflect on their practice, and to open that practice up to discussion by others. Each conversation will take place in an open learning atmosphere in which artists/presenters feel confident to share their practice with others and where people feel able to ask challenging questions about that practice in appropriate ways. 
Through these conversations, we will explore what constitutes quality work in participatory settings?  We aim to identify and share models of good practice across art forms, and from this to develop appropriate training and professional development opportunities for artists. 

Artist’s Presentation Brief

We would like you to present your participatory arts practice – work in progress or work already completed.  Aim for a presentation of no more than 30 minutes in which you consider some of the key questions outlined below. Feel free to make your presentation in any way that you feel is appropriate. You might want to draw on:  sketch-books or diaries, photo- documentation of the process, images or other recordings of final work. 

Key questions

Research and working processes

· what was or is  the nature of your research into relevant contexts/environment/histories?

· what strategies do you use to develop dialogue and relationships with participants and how do  you help participants to talk and think about the project/s?

· what roles do you play in developing the creative vision for the project ? 

· what roles do participants play in developing the creative vision for the project and how do you enable these roles? 

· how much do you challenge participants and yourself? 

· How are decisions made about what is made/performed?

Artwork


· what specific support – creative and technical - do you give to participants in making the work (if any)? 

· do you address issues of art-form quality with participants and if so how ?

· is specific art-form quality relevant? 

· whose work is it and what strategies can be used to ensure ownership?

· how are audiences for the work addressed?

Critical Reflections

· how do you evaluate the success (or not) of the project/s?

· has you participatory practice been enhanced by specific training or professional development opportunities?

· how important is experiential learning and/or peer support for your practice?

*Baltic, Equal Arts, The Forge, Helix Arts, Live Theatre, National Glass Centre, New Writing North, Regional Youth Work Unit, The Sage Gateshead, Tyneside Cinema, Arts Centre Washington
ArtWorks: Developing Practice in Participatory Settings” is a Paul Hamlyn Foundation Special Initiative with support and funding from the Arts and Humanities Research Council, Creativity Culture & Education (supported by Arts Council England) and the Cultural Leadership Programme.
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