Photography in Participatory Settings 

Critical Conversation as part of 

‘ArtWorks North East: Developing Practice in Participatory Settings’ project
Date:  
Thursday 9 February 2012, 15.30 –19.00
Venue: 
National Glass Centre, Sunderland
Host:  
North East Photography Network on behalf of University of Sunderland 
Chair: 
Pauline Hadaway, Director - Belfast Exposed 

Speakers: 
Nicola Maxwell (artist); Juliet Chenery-Robson (artist)
SCHEDULE
15.30 

Registration & Refreshments
16.00

Speaker 1: Nicola Maxwell 

16.30

Speaker 2: Juliet Chenery-Robson

17.00 

Chaired questions

17.15
  
Refreshments

17.30

Round-table discussions
18.30 

Report back and Chair’s summary
19.00

Close
Biographies

Nicola Maxwell
Nicola Maxwell is a photographic artist and arts educator based in the North East of England. She predominantly works in large format colour negative and explores themes around humans’ relationship to, interaction with, and manipulation of nature. As an educator she has 6 years experience and has qualified teacher status. She has worked on a wide range of long and short-term contracts working with a variety of groups and abilities. She predominantly works with disengaged and disadvantaged young people and has a breadth of experience working within the Youth Justice System as a freelance arts educator.
Juliet Chenery-Robson
Juliet Chenery-Robson is currently undertaking practice-based doctoral research, using photography to explore the aura of disbelief and misconception surrounding the medical condition Myalgic Encephalopathy (ME). Working in participatory settings with ME sufferers, carers and medical researchers, her research crosses disciplinary boundaries. It considers how contemporary photographic practice can be made to respond to and explore ME: an illness that is not only invisible, but has also been challenged and questioned in terms of its very existence.  “When my daughter became ill with ME four years ago I found myself cast as a traveller between two worlds, worlds that are eloquently described by Susan Sontag in her book Illness as Metaphor: 'Illness is the night-side of life, a more onerous citizenship. Everyone who is born holds dual citizenship, in the kingdom of the well and in the kingdom of the sick. Although we all prefer to use only the good passport, sooner or later each of us is obliged, at least for a spell, to identify ourselves as citizens of that other place.' Residing in the world of the well I felt assuaged with guilt at not being able to offer my daughter any firm answers as to why she was trapped in the land of the sick. I decided to explore ways in which, through photography, this invisible illness could be made visible to a disbelieving audience.’
Pauline Hadaway 
Pauline Hadaway has worked in arts management since 1990 and has been director of Belfast Exposed Photography since 2000. Founded in 1983 as a community photography initiative, Belfast Exposed Photography now functions as a gallery for contemporary photography with the emphasis on commissioning and publication of new work. Pauline is also a freelance writer with articles published in Printed Project, Circa, The Visual Arts Newsletter, spiked, Architects’ Journal, Forth.ie and Forthwrite and is the author of the 2009 Manifesto Club report, Policing the Public Gaze: the assault on citizen photography.
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